
Rarity Bay Women's Club Monthly Meeting Minutes
Location: Rarity Bay Clubhouse
Date: September 2, 2025
Start Time: 9:30 AM sign-in and sign-up for activities Call to Order 10 AM
I. Welcome and Club Business Updates (Amy Steward, President)
· President's Remarks: Amy Steward welcomed attendees, expressed excitement for the special guest, and noted the fast-approaching end of the year, with many upcoming events.
· Greeter Director Report (Wendy Claus & Cary Naude):
· A recent newcomers event was successful, hosting over 30 new neighbors.
· A meeting will be held near year-end to transition new greeter directors.
· Eyeglasses Collection: A drive for used eyeglasses is underway, in partnership with the Tellico Village Lions Club, with a drop-off box at 345 Pinebury Dr. until September 14th.
· Social Director Report (Jen Warner):
· September 25th: Pasta and Show at Tellico Playhouse, featuring Fireflies for $50 per person (gluten-free pasta inquiry pending).
· October 18th: Fundraiser for Rarity Bay First Responders, hosted by the Women's Club, featuring the Southern Style band and volunteer-cooked food.
· November 7th or 8th: Topgolf event at $62 per person, including food and non-alcoholic beverages.
· Past Event: Pottery painting turned out amazing, and items are ready for pickup.
· Call for Social Directors: The club is seeking 2026 social directors and suggests forming a committee to assist with planning.
· Treasurer's Report (Trish Dianetti):
· Current membership: 359 members, with 4-5 new members recently.
· Financial status: $22,033 in checking account, $9,448 in a CD.
· August financial report will be available on the website.
· Name tags can be ordered online or through the treasurer.
· Next Month's Meeting (Shelley King, Vice President): The October meeting will feature "Women in the Military or Married to the Military," encouraging members to share their stories.
· Learning Labs (Cindy Willbee, Yvonne Harvey):
· September 15th: Trip to "Tree and Vine" for an olive oil and balsamic vinegar tasting, including a talk on health benefits. A few spots are still open.
· October 7th: Talk by Mr. Greer from 7 to 8:30 PM, with a couple of spots left.
· January 24th (8 AM - 4 PM): Comprehensive workshop on "Caring for a Loved One with Dementia" (also covering other illnesses). This all-day event offers tips, resources, a manual, and features an RN and a financial advisor to discuss medical and financial aspects (wills, trusts) of caregiving.
· Additional Announcements (Amy Steward):
· Pop-up Mum Sale: Mums are on sale until September 10th (5 for $50 or 1 for $12), with proceeds going to general Women’s Club charities. Orders can be placed online or via check.
· 2026 Theater Trips (Ann Iverson): Trips are being organized to see Juliet and The Outsiders. Deadline for sign-up is in November.
· Cookbooks & Notecards: Available for sale.
· "Tiny Trees" Charity Event: At the November meeting, members will decorate 3-foot artificial trees (provided by the club) with ornaments and small toys (e.g., stuffed animals, monster trucks, books). These decorated trees will be donated to the Children's Hospital.
· Sweet and Sassy Shopping Event: On September 11th, a special shopping event for Rarity Bay women (club members and non-members) will be held at Sweet and Sassy, a store in Madisonville, offering wine and a charcuterie board.
II. Guest Speaker Introduction: Mitchell S. Karnes
· Introduced by Mark Karnes (his brother): Mark briefly introduced Mitchell.
· Mitchell's Background:
· Devout Christian, married to Natalie for over 37 years.
· Father of seven, grandfather of eleven (with one more on the way).
· Two-time cancer survivor.
· Holds three master's degrees (in education, Christian education, and counseling).
· Former Baptist minister and high school English teacher.
· Prominent independent businessman from Nashville.
· Published author of over eight books, numerous short stories, and articles.
· Mitchell's Personal Additions/Corrections:
· He uses all of his educational background in his varied career and writing.
· Emphasized a lifelong commitment to learning, inspired by his father.
· Described a career spanning decades, alternating between teaching (middle school/high school, private/public) and ministry (youth, education, associate pastor, pastor), and even worked as a janitor.
· Shared a personal anecdote about his first self-published novel, "Crossing the Line," and the challenging experience with a publisher who ultimately dropped their fiction line after extensive editing and merging of the story with a prequel.

Date and Time of Next Meeting: October 8, 2025, 5 PM
Location: Rarity Bay Clubhouse
Minutes submitted by Heather Risany, Secretary
Date: September 9, 2025

